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Thoughts from the Pastor

By Jack Gill

Several years ago we planned a family vacation to Boston. There was so
much to do, and we knew that with only four days available we would have
to be structured in our planning to make the most of the time. We wanted to
see so much! As a result, we diligently sought to plan the trip out.

As a result, it was a wonderful vacation! We figured out what we wanted to
see, then prioritized those things (as we knew there wouldn't be enough time
to do them all), and then decided what we would do each day. Concord and
Lexington, the Freedom Trail, the U.S.S. Constitution, Bunker Hill —each place
was a tremendous learning experience and a lot of fun!

But why was that trip so good? It really stemmed from our diligent planning.
We prioritized, made decisions, budgeted, and then set up our agenda. We
also made sure that we had a little extra room in the schedule, in case we
wanted to stay longer than we thought at particular places, or we just got
tired. We had a plan, and utilized our time to get the most out of our vaca-
tion.

What works for a vacation can also work for ministry. In fact, the Bible states
in Proverbs 15:22, "Without consultation, plans are frustrated, but with many
counselors they succeed.”

The elders, staff, deacons and various designated leaders of each ministry are
attempting to do just what that verse declares. We are seeking to establish
monthly meetings over the course of the next seven months in an attempt to
think and plan strategically about how Blue Ridge can most effectively exe-
cute her commission.

How can you participate in this
things. First, join us in prayer. We do not want to operate merely by the con-
sensus and thoughts of man alone. We want to prayerfully seek both what
and how God would have us to minister in Loudoun County in the most stra-
tegicandGod-l ed way that we
house, they Il abor in
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Second, do not let sin "into the camp." With every great task that was at-
tempted in the Bible, our adversary, the Devil, worked very hard to thwart it.
Whether it was Moses, Nehemiah, Samuel, David, the Old Testament proph-

ets, Jesus, or the apostles, the devil and his legions sought to do everything in
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March Attendance

7 14 21 28
Sunday School
Adults 204 100 123 116
Children 148 104 113 120
Total 352 204 236 236
Worship
Auditorium 555 453 462 439
Classes 33 33 39 31
Total 588 486 501 470

their power to thwart any efforts to expand the kingdom and the Church.
Don't let sin into the camp. Going back to my vacation example, nothing ru-
ins a vacation quicker than just one individual who is living in selfishness and
sin. Let that not be the case with us.

Finally, stay informed. The reason that the ministry leaders are on this team
is because they are the key people who are in the trenches of the ministry.
They know what is going on, and they are working in conjunction with those
people in the various ministries. We want to enable them to not only be a
part of the process as to what we are doing, but to be able to be another
means of communication with everyone else. They will be making the effort
to keep you abreast through the ministries, through the web, through one-on
-one conversations, and through our correspondence (like the newsletter!)

We look forward to seeing what God has in store for us all--and the direction
He will lead. Just like a vacation--it will be an adventure!

Administratively Speaking

by Debbie Stevenson

Many, many thanks to all the love and support given to me following my re-
cent surgery. Your meals, flowers, cards, emails and prayers were greatly
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appreciated and made my recovery very
healing and for His provision of this church family too.

“Be Prepared” is a good motto for Boy
have never had the need to evacuate the building while events are going on

her e, it can’t hurt to be prepared.
bers of your family so that we wil/ “be
on a Sunday morning or “wherever two

BLUE RIDGE BIBLE CHURCH
EMERGENCY EVACUATION

This plan is to be implemented in case of fire or any other emergency requir-
ing evacuation from the building

When you hear the alarm

e Do not assume it is a false alarm.

e Follow instructions in this plan.

e Parents must not attempt to personally retrieve their children from
other locations from within the building

e Take all practical steps to reduce personal injury.

e Additional evacuation instructions may come from the Emergency

Evacuation Team consisting of pastors, elders, deacons, church staff or

other designated team members.

The lower parking lot (near the playground) is the designated rendezvous



area Families will reunite at the rendezvous area. Once in the parking lot, parents will locate their children.
Under no circumstances will anyone fenter the building.

The following sections describe particular roles and responsibilities.

Teacher Responsibilitee

e Teachers are part of the Emergency Evacuation Team

e Each teacher must be familiar with this Emergency Evacuation and Safety Plan.

e Each teacher must already be acquainted with at least three options for exiting the building from their
classroom.

e When the alarm sounds, teachers must escort their classes to the nearest safe exit by following the lighted
exit signs in the hallways. They will continue to the lower parking lot.

e If necessary, teachers may recruit known individualsto assist with evacuation.

e Teachers will stay with their students at the designated rendezvous area (near the playground) until each
child has been reunited with his/her parents.

e It is very important that children are handed directly to a family member (or other trusted person) at the
rendezvous area.
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e  Exit signs should remain lit and lead you to the nearest exit. Everyone must evacuate quickly and in an or-
derly fashion. If the closest exit is blocked, then a secondary exit should be used. Someone will direct you
to the best exit.

e People on the balcony level will exit through the two side stairwells and proceed to the main level exit.

e  Children in the worship service must be escorted outside by their parents and older siblings.

e  Children in class will be escorted by their teachers to the playground rendezvous area.

e To avoid confusion and risk, parents must not attempt to personally retrieve their children from other loca-
tions from within the building.

It is very important thatparents do not attempt to personally retrieve their
childrenfrom other locations within the building.

Although this is understood to be very difficult to accept, doing so is likely to
put more people at risk.

e Families will be reunited at the designated rendezvous areaear the playground.

e  Once outside the building everyone must go directly to the playground rendezvous area.

e Parents and older siblings may retrieve their children at the rendezvous area in the parking lot near the
playground.



EASTER IS COMING! Missions
by Heidi Berry
We are looking for people to be Stephen Aputara, an amazing man of God and one of our supported mission-
involved in the Easter Choir aries from Ghana, is planning a visit to BRBC in April. His entire life is a testi-
and/or Orchestra. Practices mony to God's enduring love and faithfulness. And now you and your family
will be held from 9:00-9:45 get a chance to meet this amazing person, and his lovely wife, Mercy.
a.m. on March 14, 21 and 28,
with a dress rehearsal on April Stephen gave up a lucrative career in the capital city of Accra, Ghana, to head
3 (time yet to be announced). north to his childhood village (giving up electricity and modern conveniences)
The Easter Choir and Orchestra to preach the Gospel to his family and neighbors. God has honored him with
will be preparing to present significant national and international leadership roles. He is a real example of
specials and leading the PaulinEph4:1113ca L KIF @S €t SINYSR G2 06S 02y iGSyd A
congregation in praise and I am. | know how to get along with humble means, and | also know how to
worship on Easter Sunday live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance | have learned the secret of
morning, April 4, in both the being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. |
9:15a.m. and 11:00 a.m. can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
services. Yes|, that’s right. .. we
are having two Easter services Our family first met Stephen several years ago when we hosted him and a
and no Sunday school that fellow native Ghanaian for dinner. We v
morning. warmth, genuine love for the Lord, and his sincere and effective ministry.
Through our continued friendship, whether in person or by phone or email,
Please email Tom Gossage my family and | continue to be amazed at the lessons we learn from this true
(tom@brbible.org) if you would servant of God.
like to participate in the Easter
Choir and/or Orchestra. When he stayed with us, we took him to a drive-through window at a fast
food restaurant. He laughed with glee when we drove up, and said with true
fascination, “I cannot believe | am eat.

we ate a very hearty lunch of overstuffed submarine sandwiches, Doritos,
fruit and cookies. | asked him about his normal fare at home. He described a
type of oatmeal mush for breakfast, corn mush for lunch and rice mush with

smal | fish for dinner. “Wi || it be hard
of America? Stephen’s simple reply: “ W
and | am happy to be there.”

On a shopping spree to Wal-Mart, Stephen was delighted to help pick out
some outfits for his wife Mercy, and their three daughters and two sons. He
took great care selecting clothes he thought they would like, but we had to
force him to focus on things for himself. He considered cotton underwear to
be a true delight. After getting him the typical six-pack of white briefs, it be-
came apparent that he intended to give five pairs to other pastors back
home. Needless to say, more packs of these goodies made their way to
Ghana.

Seth remembers a time when he offered toc
hal fway, please” Stephen said. When que
how precious Stephen considered water. Shortly thereafter, BRBC began to

raise funds for Johnson Asare’s water tr
aware of the impact this truck would have to people who walk miles for wa-

ter and gave generously.

Recently, my friend, Jodi Benedict had a God-appointed moment while at my
house when Stephen called from Ghana. She had heard me often tell about




his wonderful qualities and how much my family had come to love him. But this time, she heard him for her-
self and as she listened he took her through jaw-dropping stories of how God protected his life from birth, tear
- induced anecdotes of his mother, and sweet stories of his ministry. When he hung up we both said that
Stephen needs to tell his stories to EVERYONE in our congregation —young, old and in-between will be blessed
by meeting and fellowshipping with this wonderful, humble, entertaining man.

At this writing, the plans are for Stephen to visit BRBC in late April. | highly encourage everyone to attend a
special brunch that will be planned in his honor. His warmth, humility and true godliness make him fascinating
to listen to and an exemplary role model for us all.

After several terms as President of the African Bible Churches of Ghana, Stephen felt it was time to step down.
He supported another candidate and was looking forward to turning his attentions to local ministries where he
takes people to the hospital, helps rebuild flood damaged homes and preaches to his own congregation at All
Souls Bible Church in Navrongo.

In his own words of slightly broken English is his description of what happened:

The Pastors and Leaders conference went on very well. It is the best well attended Pastors and
Leaders conference the church ever had. His excellency the Vice President of the Republic of
Ghana, John Mahama has given us (the leaders of the church) an invitation to the Castle (seat of
government) for talks. This will center on the church being a development partner. The govern-
ment appreciated the support of the church during the 2007 and 2009 flooding in northern

Ghana (Heidi adds: Many in our congregation gave money to help Stephen rebuild homes with

better foundations. Look at this impact!!!) This is a plus for the church to receive this honor.

On Wednesday night, Rev. Johnson Asare (a member of the church board of trustees, and a good
friend to our family) phoned me and said, " | know Thursday is going to be toughed, but be ready
to accept what the Lord wants you to déle(di adds: Johnson Asare is one of our supported mis-
sionaries, and the one for whom Leah Garber is working this year.)

On Thursday, the Board of Trustees met with the leaders and announced to them that, constitutionally, the
term of the president and the executives term of office has expired and needy to do elections of officers for
the church. On the side of the president position, it did not go well with the participants. The board chair-
man described it like the trial of Jesus.

I know my term of office has come to an end and | wouldn't stand in for any position for the sake of my
family and the demand of my time. Just like the story above, delegates vehemently refused to accept who-
ever to be their president. The Board had to accept the decision of the church and gave them what they
want.

| was embarrassed because | suggested someone whom | feel has the qualities to lead the church and was
not accepted. What about other Pastors who has their Masters and PHD's serving in the church? Who am
I? | phoned my wife to let her know what the church is thinking and expected her to say no to the church
decisions, she replied by saying, "If the church has such confidence in your leadership, the Lord will give you
His Grace to do it again for another term". Just like Moses going to consuHduswhen the Lord called

him to go and lead Israel out of Egypt, he was looking for an excused butdwsgave him his blessings

to go and lead Israel out of slavery. To end a long story short, whom am | to refused what God says?

They did not | et him step down. And he was obedient t
see this amazing, active and truly effective man of God tell about spreading the Gospel in west Africa. You will

not be disappointed.



Home School Awana
Support Group by Geni Hall "
This is our last month to recite verses for
Tuesday, April 13, at 7:00 p.m. the year. We are doing a HUGE memory
in the quad room at BRBC: Per push to help kids finish their books. Due
requested, we will have a panel to all of our snow days, we have kids who are trying to get through their
discussion on how to make books without a lot of time to finish that task! Because of this, we are making
your personal quiet time with April our Memory Challenge Month. Each clubber who recites the most sec-
the Lord a priority in your tions in the three-week memory challenge will receive a prize. Clubbers will
homeschooling day. Come be only be competing against kids in their age group. Get busy memorizing and
inspired to draw near to God finish those books!
each day as you teach your
. ¥ as you .y . April 4 NO AWANA (Easter)
children. Contact Geni Hall .
. . April 11 Week One Memory Challenge
(genihall@aol.com) with any .
. April 18 Week Two Memory Challenge
questions. .
April 25 Week Three Memory Challenge Ends
Worship Arts

by Tom Gossage

/| KAt RNByQa [/ K2ANJ

The Children’s Choir is pleased to annol
next musical presentation, Under The Seavritten by Celeste Clydesdale. The

performance will be on May 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the main sanctuary, under the
direction of Christy Shipe, our <childrer

Under The Seia a musical drama, based on Ephesians 1:18, | pray also that

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the
hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints The main biblical truth will show the reality of Christians who are be-

ing renewed daily with the truth of seeing the world through spiritual eyes.

Christy says, “ My f aDaityDigging Despgwhigh of t he r
teaches the truth of daily reading God’ ¢
cle to teach God’s saving grace to ever.\y
family or friends invited to attend the
The performance is free, although tickets will be provided to anyone who

wants to invite visitors. Christy |l ook:c
growth of the choir using music as a (gr ¢

Hymn Submission Update

In a recent worship service, | asked for people in our congregation to submit
any poems or potential musical lyrics that they have written, with the possi-
bility of using them to create modern hymns. A great contribution of prose

has been submitted to create some of our own home-grown hymns.

The showing of writing talent has been a wonderful surprise and | ask every-
one to continue to share your thoughts ¢
to put these words to music. Just send them to me tom@brbible.org.




April 2010

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
Fontaine Home Group Good Friday Service, Work Day
7:00pm
Stevenson Wo Men’'s Breakf a
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
) Children’'s .
Easter Services, Deacons Fontaine Home Group Strategy Group Strategy Group
9:15 & 11:00; Shi pe Women Worship Practice
no Sunday school Scouts & Cub Scouts Youth Group Stevenson Wo Berry/MacKay Home Men’'s Breakf a
Group
AHG Tigges Men’
Wilcox Home Group Reynolds Home Group
Moms In Prayer
Refuge Home Group
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Baptism Scouts & Cub Scouts Homeschool Support Group Missions Committee Fontaine Home Group Berry/MacKay Home Saturday Sports (Girls)
Group begins
AWANA AHG Shipe Women Children’s| Stevenson Wo
) Worship Practice Reynolds Home Group Men' s Breakf a
Newsletter Deadline
Youth Group Refuge Home Group
Tigges Men’
Wilcox Home Group
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Children’s
Newcomer Lunch Scouts & Cub Scouts . . Fontaine Home Group Berry/MacKay Home Men’' s Breakf a
. Worship Practice
Shipe Women Group
AWANA AHG Youth Group Stevenson Wo
) Tigges Men’ Refuge Home Group
Singles Sunday Moms In Prayer
Home Group Wilcox Home Group
25 26 27 28 29 30
AWANA Children's
. Shipe Women Worship Practice Fontaine Home Group Berry/MacKay Home
Communion Group
Youth Group Stevenson Wo
Tigges Men’ Refuge Home Group

Wilcox Home Group
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Blue Ridge Bible Church

...helping people know God better

and love him more!

For | delivered to you as of first importance what |
also received, that Christ died for our sins accord-
ing to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve...Now if Christ is preached, that
He has been raised from the dead, how do some
among you say that there is no resurrection of the
dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead,
not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has
not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your
faith also is vain.

| Corinthians 15:3-5, 12-14.




